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family members and friends to abstain. 
Through a partnership with the American Den-
tal Association, the program will be available 
nationally with the addition of a web-based 
version and a resource kit for dental profes-
sionals to use in their community. 

Designating the Dr. Samuel D. Harris Na-
tional Museum of dentistry the official national 
museum of dentistry in the United States will 
ensure the education of thousands of Ameri-
cans about the importance of dental care. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in supporting 
this national treasure by passing H.J. Res. 52. 

Thank you and I yield back the balance of 
my time.

Mr. NEY. Madam Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. NEY) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the joint resolution, H.J. Res. 52. 

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the joint 
resolution was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. NEY. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the subject of House Joint Resolu-
tion 52. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
f 

COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF DIPLOMATIC RELA-
TIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND BULGARIA 

Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 355) commemo-
rating the 100th anniversary of diplo-
matic relations between the United 
States and Bulgaria. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 355

Whereas the United States established dip-
lomatic relations with the Republic of Bul-
garia on September 19, 1903; 

Whereas the United States acknowledges 
the courage of the Bulgarian people in decid-
ing to pursue a free democratic and inde-
pendent Bulgaria and their steadfast perse-
verance in building a society based on the 
rule of law, respect for human rights, and a 
free market economy; 

Whereas Bulgaria has promoted stability 
in the Balkans by rendering support to Oper-
ation Allied Force and Operation Joint 
Guardian led by the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO), and by providing 
peacekeeping troops to Stabilisation Force 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina (SFOR) in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, and to Kosovo Force 
(KFOR) in Kosovo; 

Whereas Bulgaria was among the very first 
countries to denounce terrorism and pledge 
active support to the United States in the 
fight against terrorism following the events 
of September 11, 2001; 

Whereas Bulgaria provided overflight and 
basing rights at the town of Bourgas for Op-
eration Enduring Freedom, representing the 
first stationing of foreign forces in Bulgaria 
since World War II, and Bulgaria deployed a 
nuclear, biological, and chemical protection 
detachment to Afghanistan as part of the 
International Security Assistance Force 
(ISAF); 

Whereas Bulgaria has stood firmly by the 
United States in the cause of advancing free-
dom worldwide during its tenure as a non-
permanent member of the United Nations 
Security Council; 

Whereas Bulgaria agreed to each request of 
the United States and offered overflight and 
basing rights as well as transit of United 
States and coalition forces, and deployed a 
500-man infantry battalion as part of a sta-
bilization force in Iraq; 

Whereas Bulgaria was recently invited to 
join NATO and has shown determination in 
enacting the continued reforms necessary to 
be a productive, contributing member of the 
Alliance; 

Whereas Bulgaria strongly supports the 
strengthening of the trans-Atlantic link and 
considers it a basis for NATO unity and co-
operation in countering new threats to glob-
al security; and 

Whereas the Senate has recently given its 
consent with 96 votes to 0 for the ratification 
of the accession protocols of Bulgaria and six 
other aspirant countries from Central and 
Eastern Europe to NATO, thereby welcoming 
their contribution to common Euro-Atlantic 
security: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the Republic Of Bulgaria for 
developing increasingly friendly and mean-
ingful relations with the United States over 
the past 100 years; 

(2) recognizes the continued contributions 
of Bulgaria toward bringing peace, stability, 
and prosperity to the region of South East-
ern Europe, including its contributions to re-
gional security and democratic stability; 

(3) salutes the willing cooperation of Bul-
garia and its increasingly vital role as a val-
uable ally in the war against international 
terrorism; and 

(4) encourages opportunities for greater co-
operation between the United States and 
Bulgaria in the political, military, economic, 
and cultural spheres.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER).

Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, this Member rises 
today in strong support of H. Res. 355, 
a resolution commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations be-
tween the United States and Bulgaria. 
This Member would like to commend 
the distinguished gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) for intro-
ducing this resolution. The gentle-
man’s efforts have been crucial in rec-
ognizing and promoting the important 
relationship between Bulgaria and the 
United States. Indeed, his involvement 
and knowledge about Bulgaria go back 
more than a decade. 

The United States established diplo-
matic relations with Bulgaria on Sep-
tember 19, 1903. Two weeks ago, a cele-

bration was held in Sofia marking this 
occasion. Since the fall of the Berlin 
Wall, the Bulgarian people have made 
historic and courageous decisions and 
sacrifices in support of their desire to 
be a strong, diplomatic, and demo-
cratic member of Europe and a faithful 
ally and good friend of the United 
States.

b 1600 

Secretary of State Colin Powell re-
cently stated that relations between 
Bulgaria and the United States are the 
best they have ever been in all of the 
past 100 years. 

Indeed, Bulgaria is becoming an in-
creasingly important strategic partner. 
Bulgaria has promoted stability and 
peace in Southeast Europe by sup-
porting the NATO-led operations Allied 
Force and Joint Guardian in the Bal-
kans. Bulgaria has also provided peace-
keeping forces to SFOR in Bosnia and 
KFOR in Kosovo. 

After the tragedy of September 11, 
2001, Bulgaria was among the very first 
countries to denounce terrorism and 
pledge active support to the United 
States in the fight against terrorism 
by supporting Operation Enduring 
Freedom and the International Secu-
rity Assistance Force, ISAF, in Af-
ghanistan. 

Bulgaria has supported Coalition op-
erations in Iraq and is presently pro-
viding 500 infantry soldiers to the Iraq 
stabilization force. Furthermore, in a 
truly historic achievement, Bulgaria 
was invited to join NATO at the 
Prague Summit in November of last 
year. And Bulgaria has stood firmly 
with the United States in the cause of 
advancing freedom worldwide during 
its present term as a nonpermanent 
member of the United Nations Security 
Council. 

President Bush recently stated, 
‘‘Americans have always considered 
the Bulgarian people to be our friends, 
and we will be proud to call you,’’ 
meaning the Bulgarian people, ‘‘our al-
lies.’’

Madam Speaker, this Member whole-
heartedly agrees with President Bush: 
Bulgaria has proven to be an active and 
contributing partner and a de facto 
ally. And this resolution affirms this 
important relationship on occasion of 
the 100th anniversary of U.S.-Bulgarian 
diplomatic relations. 

Madam Speaker, in closing, this 
Member urges my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution. First, I would 
like to commend my colleagues, the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON), the gentleman from Nebraska 
(Mr. BEREUTER), and the gentlewoman 
from California (Mrs. TAUSCHER) for 
their leadership on this resolution. 
With this resolution we celebrate the 
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100th anniversary of the establishment 
of diplomatic relations between Bul-
garia and the United States of Amer-
ica. 

Our two countries were drawn to-
gether by our common interests at the 
beginning of the 20th century. And 
now, as we begin the 21st century, our 
two nations are, again, drawn closer 
together by common goals and com-
mon values. 

With strong congressional support, 
Madam Speaker, Bulgaria has been in-
vited to become a member of NATO, a 
concept that just a few years ago would 
have appeared like a dream to most 
Bulgarians. This significant move 
marks a milestone in our relationship, 
and will undoubtedly strengthen our 
bilateral ties for the indefinite future. 

Just this year, Madam Speaker, Bul-
garia stepped forward when our govern-
ment asked for Bulgaria’s assistance in 
Iraq. That assistance came at a critical 
time when so many of our traditional 
allies abandoned us. And the American 
Government and the American people 
are grateful to Bulgaria for shoul-
dering, along with us, responsibilities 
in Iraq. 

The past century of U.S.-Bulgarian 
relations has not been without difficul-
ties. But even in the darkest of those 
times, the fundamental humanity and 
decency of ordinary Bulgarians shone 
through. 

During the worst days of World War 
II, the Bulgarian people did not yield 
to Nazi German pressure to enforce 
anti-Jewish legislation, and they re-
sisted German orders to deport their 
Jewish citizens to Nazi extermination 
camps. Their efforts, Madam Speaker, 
resulted in preventing the expulsion 
and death of some 50,000 Bulgarian 
Jews in 1943. It was a tragedy that 
some 11,000 Jews in Trace and Mac-
edonia, under Bulgarian Government 
administration, but not Bulgarian citi-
zens, were deported to concentration 
camps and perished there. 

When we celebrate this historic rec-
ognition of a century of Bulgarian-
American relations, we must look for-
ward to the future as well as back to 
the past. Over the last decade, Bulgaria 
has moved into the ranges of the 
world’s democracies and it has become 
increasingly integrated into the global 
economy. 

Our two governments now find that 
our national interests bring us to the 
same positions on critical inter-
national political, economic and social 
issues. We are completing the steps 
that will firmly bind our two nations 
as allies in NATO, committed to the 
defense of each other and of other 
democratic states in Europe and else-
where. 

We are partners in economic integra-
tion and we welcome Bulgaria’s efforts 
to join the European Union and take 
the steps that will bring greater eco-
nomic prosperity to the Bulgarian peo-
ple. 

Madam Speaker, I welcome this his-
toric celebration of the ties between 

our two countries and our two peoples. 
And I urge all of my colleagues to sup-
port the passage of this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 
commend the distinguished gentleman 
from California (Mr. LANTOS) for his 
excellent statement. 

Madam Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. WILSON), the author of the resolu-
tion. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, it is an honor to be 
here today with the Congressman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER). I am so 
proud of his service as the chairman of 
the U.S. House delegation to NATO. 
And currently, of course, he is the 
chairman of the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly. He has a great vision of ex-
panding democracy in Central and 
Eastern Europe. 

And, of course, the ranking member 
of the Committee on International Re-
lations, my next-door neighbor, the 
gentleman from California (Mr. LAN-
TOS), I am so proud of his association 
on this bill. And he, being of Hungarian 
heritage, has played a key role in pro-
moting democracy again in Central and 
Eastern Europe. He is just a real cham-
pion. And I am honored to be with both 
of these gentlemen today. 

My interest in the particular resolu-
tion, which is to commend 100 years of 
diplomatic relations between the 
United States and the Republic of Bul-
garia, really is a culmination of a life-
long dream that I have had. 

My motivation to become involved in 
the political process was out of concern 
for a strong national defense. And, par-
ticularly, I grew up in the era of the 
Cold War and concern about the poten-
tial for nuclear annihilation between 
the two superpowers at that time. 

I had hoped with peace through 
strength, as established by President 
Ronald Reagan, that we could achieve 
a liberation of the people of formerly 
totalitarian Communist countries. Of 
course, that came to culmination on 
November 9, 1989, with the fall of the 
Berlin Wall. 

Right after that, there were move-
ments throughout Central and Eastern 
Europe to establish democratic govern-
ments. And I volunteered, through the 
Republican National Committee, to 
work with the International Repub-
lican Institute to be an election ob-
server in one of the upcoming elections 
that was to be held. 

I am very grateful that my long-time 
friend, Lee Atwater, the late Lee 
Atwater, who was chairman of the Re-
publican National Committee, along 
with his executive director, Mary 
Matalin, placed me on the delegation 
to go to Bulgaria for the elections of 
June 10, 1990, which were the first 
democratic elections since the late 
1930s to be existent in Bulgaria. 

The moment I got there, I was so im-
pressed by the people that I met, I felt 
like I was in a circumstance frozen in 

time, the economy that I saw, the in-
frastructure that I saw, was that of the 
1930s. But the people had a wonderful 
spirit, and they were obviously very 
talented. I felt from the beginning that 
they would evolve into a strong demo-
cratic society. 

I then had the opportunity, working 
with our local Rotary Clubs, Kiwanis, 
Optimist Clubs, Lions Clubs, to provide 
for the ability of a member of the 
newly elected National Assembly of 
Bulgaria, Stefan Stoyanov, to come 
and observe the elections in South 
Carolina in 1990. He subsequently has 
been named as currently the ambas-
sador from Bulgaria to Greece. 

Additionally, I worked with the Free 
Congress Foundation and visited Sofia 
with the Kreible Institute to meet with 
members of the National Assembly of 
the Democratic Union to explain to 
them how to work in a parliamentary 
system from my experience in the 
State Senate of South Carolina. 

Then I have been working with mu-
nicipal officials to come and visit the 
United States, and South Carolina in 
particular, to learn the democratic 
process. I have also worked with the 
Sister City Program. We are very 
proud that Columbia, the capital of 
South Carolina, is the sister city of 
Plovdiv in Bulgaria, the second largest 
city of Bulgaria, a very historic city. 

The evolution has just been terrific 
for the people of Bulgaria. They have 
really lived up to and fulfilled my 
hopes and dreams for them. 

I was very pleased last year, working 
with the gentlewoman from California 
(Mrs. TAUSCHER) to help establish the 
Bulgarian Caucus to promote even bet-
ter relations. We have been so fortu-
nate with the leadership of Ambassador 
Elena Poptodorova to be able to, in-
deed, establish relationships between 
the National Assembly of Bulgaria and 
the Congress of the United States. 

We have had the opportunity to visit 
and have visiting us President Georgi 
Parvanov of Bulgaria; the Prime Min-
ister, Simeon Saxe Coburg Gotha; the 
Foreign Minister, Solomon Passy. We 
have had a number of members of the 
National Assembly come to visit and 
observe Congress. 

The highlight of this is coming next 
week. I am very pleased that next week 
Professor Dr. Ognyan Gerdjikov, the 
Speaker of the National Assembly of 
Bulgaria, will be visiting the United 
States; and for the first time in his-
tory, the Speakers of both the United 
States and Bulgaria will be meeting. 
Our Speaker, Dennis Hastert, will be 
meeting with the Speaker Gerdjikov. 
And then we will be having a reception 
that we will invite all Members of Con-
gress to attend next Thursday evening 
here at the Capitol. 

It is an honor to be here. I urge sup-
port for the resolution. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
support of H. Res. 355 to celebrate a century 
of strong diplomatic relations with Bulgaria. 
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Bulgaria has more than 1,300 years of his-

tory, culture and tradition in Western Civiliza-
tion. Its ancient forefathers were the 
Thracians, whom Herodotus described as the 
second largest tribe in the Ancient world. And 
its unique ethnic identity, religion, and culture 
remain vibrant, even after five centuries under 
the rule of the Ottoman Empire and another 
two centuries under Byzantine rule. 

In modern times as in ancient ones, Bul-
garia has been torn by conflict. The nation 
gained full independence from the Ottoman 
Empire in 1878, and its people suffered 
through the first and second Balkan Wars in 
the early part of the 20th century. Even as the 
nation fell behind the Iron Curtain after World 
War II and gained a reputation as the Soviet 
Union’s staunchest ally in the Warsaw Pact, 
our two nations still maintained diplomatic ties 
throughout the most difficult periods of the 
Cold War. 

Mr. Speaker, today U.S. relations with Bul-
garia have never been stronger. Since 1989, 
Bulgaria has transformed into a vibrant de-
mocracy and market economy. Our two na-
tions have become steadfast partners in busi-
ness and industry. Our strong ties to Bulgarian 
culture and education are invaluable and have 
proven mutually beneficial to both countries. 
On behalf of my constituents in Northwest Chi-
cago, including more than 1,500 of Bulgarian 
descent, I applaud this centennial of diplo-
matic relations and look forward to continuing 
strengthened partnerships.

Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 
urge support for the resolution. I have 
no further requests for time, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
CAPITO). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Ne-
braska (Mr. BEREUTER) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 355. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution just considered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection. 
f 

EXPRESSING THE CONDOLENCES 
OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES IN RESPONSE TO THE 
MURDER OF SWEDISH FOREIGN 
MINISTER ANNA LINDH 
Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 

move to suspend the rules and agree to 

the resolution (H. Res. 372), expressing 
the condolences of the House of Rep-
resentatives in response to the murder 
of Swedish Foreign Minister Anna 
Lindh. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 372

Whereas Swedish Foreign Minister Anna 
Lindh was brutally attacked by an unknown 
assailant on the afternoon of September 10, 
2003; 

Whereas Ms. Lindh died the next morning 
after undergoing surgery performed in a des-
perate attempt to save her life; 

Whereas Ms. Lindh’s murder is an attack 
on the freedoms and tranquility enjoyed by 
the people of Sweden; 

Whereas Ms. Lindh was elected to the 
Swedish Parliament in 1982, was appointed 
Minister of the Environment in the govern-
ment of Prime Minister Goran Persson in 
1994, and rose to the post of Foreign Minister 
in 1998; 

Whereas Ms. Lindh demonstrated dedica-
tion to the causes of human rights and envi-
ronmental responsibility as a leader in the 
Swedish Government; 

Whereas at the time of her death, Ms. 
Lindh was campaigning for Sweden to adopt 
the European common currency in a ref-
erendum which took place just a few days 
after her murder; 

Whereas Ms. Lindh was widely recognized 
as an advocate of freedom and peace in Eu-
rope and throughout the world; 

Whereas this is the second time the Swed-
ish people have suffered the loss of a re-
spected national leader as Prime Minister 
Olaf Palme was murdered in a similar man-
ner in 1986; and 

Whereas such senseless acts of violence are 
a threat to democracy and to civilized soci-
ety wherever and whenever they occur: Now, 
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) expresses its deepest sympathies to the 
people of Sweden and the family of Swedish 
Foreign Minister Anna Lindh following her 
tragic and untimely murder; 

(2) condemns all senseless acts of violence 
against public officials; 

(3) urges the President to provide all ap-
propriate assistance that may be requested 
by Swedish law enforcement officials as they 
pursue the perpetrator of this heinous act; 
and 

(4) expresses the solidarity of the people of 
the United States with the people of Sweden 
and the Swedish Government at this difficult 
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska? 

There was no objection.
Mr. BEREUTER. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, this Member rises 
in support of H. Res. 372 expressing the 

condolences of the House in response to 
the death of Swedish Foreign Minister 
Anna Lindh. As my colleagues will re-
call, Foreign Minister Lindh was sense-
lessly attacked and murdered on Sep-
tember 10, 2003. 

This Member commends the author 
of this resolution, his good friend and 
the ranking Democrat of the Com-
mittee on International Relations, the 
distinguished gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS), for introducing 
this expression of our heartfelt sym-
pathy to the people of Sweden on the 
loss of their foreign minister. 

Although this Member did not have 
the pleasure and honor of meeting For-
eign Minister Lindh, it is widely recog-
nized that she represented the very 
best of Sweden. She was a strong advo-
cate for her country as its leading dip-
lomat.

b 1615 

Ms. Lindh possessed a passion for 
human rights and justice and was com-
mitted to world peace. 

Throughout her tragically-shortened 
political career, Anna Lindh served as 
the head of the Social democrats youth 
movement, entered Parliament in 1982, 
became environment minister in 1994, 
and began serving as Foreign Minister 
in 1998. Many knowledgeable persons 
speculate that she would have been 
eventually serving as Sweden’s Prime 
Minister. 

As Foreign Minister, she worked tire-
lessly to promote a more active Swe-
den in international affairs and within 
the European Union. Over the past 
year, she became one of Sweden’s 
strongest advocates for joining Eu-
rope’s single currency. 

Anna Lindh worked to have Sweden 
and NATO cooperate on defense mat-
ters, and she actively supported the ad-
mission of the Baltic states into both 
NATO and the European Union. And, of 
course, under her leadership, Sweden 
enjoyed friendly relations with the 
United States. 

Madam Speaker, by her death, the 
people of Sweden, and of the world, 
have suffered the loss of a respected na-
tional leader. 

In closing, the Member strongly 
urges passage of this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, I strongly support 
H. Res. 372 and urge all of my col-
leagues to do so as well. 

If it were not a violation of House 
rules, I would be pleased to recognize 
the presence in the Chamber of the dis-
tinguished Ambassador of Sweden, but 
since it is, I shall not do so. 

Madam Speaker, I am grateful to my 
lead cosponsors, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HYDE), the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BEREUTER) and the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WEXLER) and 
the many other cosponsors supporting 
this legislation. 
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